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ethics, which, in its promises of eternal blessedness, developed
the opposite idea of a happiness infinite in value and dura-
tion. But that fruition which religious hope seeks in the
infinite alone may be found in real life. True, real life offers
it only in finite and inadequate approximations; but on the
other hand, these forms lack the egoistic limitations that
affect the religious conception. And nothing but the fact
that this life of ours does offer such fruition ensures to it
the imperishable character of its ultimate moral end.

So long as we hold to the individualistic and pessimistic
conception of finite existence, the Indian solution of the
world-riddle is perhaps the most direct: eternal oblivion and
annihilation are the surest deliverance from the pain of exist-
ence. But just because the sphere of individual volitions
never can furnish the supplement to the finitude and limita-
tions of actual life, we must seek it, not in the form of
subjective feelings of pleasure, which as such can have no
universal significance, but in the form of objective intel-
lectual values. These originate in the common intellectual
life of humanity, and react to elevate the individual life; not
by resolving themselves into an objectively worthless sum of
individual happinesses, but by producing new objective values
of richer content through the creative force of the individual
psychical life. We need but refer to the realm of historical
criticism to assure ourselves that this way of estimating
social ends is the only admissible, because the only real way.
By what standard do we form moral judgments on men and
nations which belong to a long-vanished past, and in whose
case we may therefore most reasonably expect that transi-
tory and apparent ends will have given place to permanent
and real ones.? Not by the happiness which they themselves
enjoyed, nor by the happiness they gave to their contempo-
raries; but solely by what they have done for the total
development of humanity in all subsequent ages*